
Art Teacher 
Pivot Plan Guide



Make your own sketchbooks for 
less than 50 cents! 

Gather your paper (we recommend 12” x 18”) for however 
many pages you’ll need to cover your time out of school. 

Fold each of your sheets of paper horizontally. 

Open your folded sheets of paper, stack them, and staple down 
the center of the fold. 

And now you have a sketchbook! If you have time to prepare 
these before your school is out, you can have the students 
decorate their covers or make it an assignment for at home.

If you’d like a more in depth look and a live demo of the 
assembly, check out our blog post HERE!
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EQUIPMENT 

   Desktop computer > Zoom       iPad      Laptop      Microphone      Lighting 

   Overhead camera mounting option > iPhone      Table      Earphones
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VIRTUAL TEACHING CHECKLIST 

TECHNOLOGY 

  Make sure your phone has at least 50% battery! Live videos suck the juice from 

your phone quickly 

Test yours HERE (It’s the UPLOAD speed that counts. Facebook recommends

you should have at least 3Mbps UPLOAD speed but closer to 10Mbps is

OPTIMAL for best clarity.)

  Hardwire When Possible: If you go live from your laptop/desktop which most 

people have access to as long as you use Chrome Browser, you’ll get a much 

stronger connection if you connect directly from your router with an ethernet cable 

& turn your WiFi connection off! 

  Put your phone (or Macbook) on “Do Not Disturb” so you won’t be interrupted 

by phone calls or texts. 

  Look for a quiet, distraction-free space. No barking dogs or loud lawnmowers 

whenever possible.

http://www.speedtest.net
http://www.speedtest.net
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SET 

  Basic set up for home studio video set-up:  Where will you teach?    

      Standing up = More energy like a classroom      Sitting down = Lower energy  

  Standing and creating art:    Wall      Whiteboard     Paper to cover board  

Art samples     Just like a classroom! 

  Have supplies within reach 

PRESENTATION 

  Energy is everything 

  Connection with your students is double important when teaching virtually. In 

person is easier because of the natural energy between people. 

  Put effort into set-design, lighting, and internet connection and that will create a 

better viewing experience for kids. 

  When you have tech covered, you can relax into what you do best. 

  Turn on Chat so you can pop in and check on the kids. Ask questions. Talk to the 

students as if you were with them. Break up drawing and art demo into small 

chunks.  

  It's hard to control timing if you respond to every child’s request to slow down. 

Reassuring students that they can continue to work on project later. 

  Get kids to do a PREP check up. Do you have your paper? Check! Do you have 

your oil pastel? Check! Reward kids who are responding appropriately.



What matters this year is that you have 
flexible, solid lessons that work in ANY setting. 
Because you can always figure out the tech 
and practicalities of teaching from a cart or 

from home, if and when that happens... but if 
you focus on what will make your lessons 

successful in ANY setting, you’ll feel equipped 
to roll with the punches no matter what. 

The Sparklers’ Club can help you go from 
uncertain to confident with a click of a button.

What’s the Sparklers’ Club?

https://pages.deepspacesparkle.com/tsc-2020/
https://pages.deepspacesparkle.com/tsc-2020/

