Art Supply Checklist

Paper
When I first began teaching, my biggest question concerned paper. No one told me
what to use. Art supply lists included paper, but what type of paper? Would regular
copy paper work? What about card stock? What about those large sketchbooks?
Basically, my question was: Is there a special art paper that only art teachers knew
about? The answer was, yes. It’s called sulfite paper.
It has a fancy name but it’s basically a smooth white paper. Sulfite paper comes
in various weights but most stores carry the 76 - 80 lb weight. No doubt your child uses
this paper in school. It comes in packages of 50 sheets in a variety of sizes. I use the
12” x 18” size most often. As long as the paper inside a sketchbook is smooth (not
furry) and heavier than copy paper then it should be fine for art projects.
TIP: Sometimes sulfite paper is called construction paper, but don’t be mislead. It’s not
the construction paper that is found in the kid’s craft aisles. That type of paper is not
meant for art projects involving painting or drawing.
For watercolor paper, I’d recommend buying the cheapest paper you can find. You
don’t need to invest in high quality watercolor paper designed for adult artists.
Inexpensive works better for kids because they will be drawing on the paper.
Watercolor paper bound into sketchbooks is a great choice.
12” x 18” White Drawing or All-Purpose Media Paper (About 76-80 lb Tru-Ray
and Canson)
12” x 18” Student Grade 90 lb Watercolor Paper (any size over 9” is fine)
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Crayons, Markers, & Coloring Tools

OIL PASTELS and waxy crayons are my favorite drawing tools for kids because
they promote large drawings and large drawings are easier to paint. I recommend
Faber-Castell and Crayola Construction Paper crayons because children don’t have
to press hard to achieve a beautiful rich color.
I also love Crayola’s Ultra-Clean, Washable Large Crayons in the Color Max version
for bright and effortless color.
Oil pastels can feel messy and smudge a bit but this is why they work so well with
kids. Easy color with little effort!

Why I don’t use pencils…
You’ll notice that many of the art projects in Primerry don’t use pencils for this very
reason; pencils encourage details and in some cases, unnecessary perfectionism.
My goal is to encourage children to be fearless artists - to draw big and loose with
less attention to detail. When detail is important, we’ll use pencils
OIL PASTELS ( Faber-Castell, Crayola and Cray-Pas are great options)
CRAYONS (Faber-Castell Beeswax or Crayola Construction Paper crayons)
BROAD TIP COLORED MARKERS (Crayola, Faber-Castell, Prisma Color)
WATERPROOF BLACK MARKER like Sharpie brand
GEL CRAYONS (Any brand)
COLORED PENCIL SET (MILAN, Faber-Castell, Crayola, Prisma Color)
Optional CRAYOLA NEON Oil Pastels
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Paints
Liquid tempera paint is a great all-purpose paint for children’s art. I look for brands
that offer a thick, opaque coverage that enables mixing. For this reason, you can’t go
wrong with Crayola Liquid tempera paints (Artista II and Premium are Crayola’s top
choices). They are widely available and are my favorite option.
Cake tempera is perfect when you want simple prep. There’s little to clean up or less
to throw away. I love using Faber-Castell’s Connector paints because the colors are
richly pigmented (loads of color) and last a while. Worth the investment.
The difference between the Connector Paints and the watercolor paint sets is that
you might see in art or craft stores, tempera paint tends to be opaque where as
watercolor is designed to be translucent.
My favorite watercolor sets are Crayola or Prang semi-moist sets. They are available
everywhere and have a wonderful translucent quality.
WATERCOLOR PAINTS (Cakes or Trays from Crayola, Prang, Faber-Castell)
DRY TEMPERA CAKES OR OPAQUE WATERCOLOR PAINTS
(Faber-Castell Connector Paints )
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Miscellaneous
Be picky about your brushes. This doesn’t mean buying the most expensive sable hair
watercolor brush but the right brush really helps children succeed with certain
techniques. Round brushes with a small, medium and large brush size are all great to
have.
The smallest brush is great for outlining, the medium brush is good for all-purpose
painting and the larger brush is great for laying down bigger areas of color. I use the
brushes for both tempera paints and watercolor paints.
Buy a few fat, plastic handle kid brushes. They are the brushes that have a fat handle
and bristly ends and look like they are made for little kids—which they are. They are
great for painting big areas of color like making painted paper. An alternative to this
brush is to buy a large, flat-end brush. My favorite brand is Royal & Langnickle Big Kid
Brushes. They feature a plastic handle and a grip. We use them in all of the projects
for this book. Faber-Castell also has a great kid pack of brushes that are very similar to
Royal & Langnickles.
TIP: If you buy Crayola or Prang watercolor tray sets, they often come with a brush.
Sometimes the brush is nice and other times it’s not. If the bristle feels soft, keep it.
But if the bristles are black and wiry, use them for something else…just not paint.
BRUSH SET (Buy a good quality set for kids: Royal & Langnickle, etc)
Medium Round Tip, Small Tip, Larger Flat Tip
WHITE SCHOOL GLUE
SCISSORS
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